A HISTORIC   SESSION
The events that took place in the conference hall at
the Ministry of Agriculture of the U.S.S.R. during that
week from July 31 to August 7, 1948., will remain an eternal
landmark in the history of science.
There, the session was held of the Lenin Academy of
Agricultural Sciences of the U.S.S.R.., an ordinary session,
as the newspapers reported at the time of its opening. But
it was by no means an ordinary session; it was one of historic
importance.
The membership of the Academy had greatly changed.
It had been augmented by numerous researchers who are
working on new lines, creating knowledge that is transform-
ing nature, agrobiologists, plant breeders and soil scientists^
famous for their discoveries, for their books, and for the new
varieties of plants and breeds of animals they had raised.
They were Michurin scientists.
Hundreds of guests were present at the session: scientists
engaged in allied branches of science, biologists of all speci-
alities, scientific research workers from the Academy of Sci-
ences, universities and institutes, philosophers, writers, agri-
culturists and agronomists from distant parts of the country.
The vast hall was so crowded that people stood close-
packed even in the aisles, but when the chairman opened
the proceedings and T. D. Lysenko, the President of the
Academy., rose to deliver his address, solemn silence reigned.
His address, entitled "The Situation in Biological
Science/' had been approved by the Central Committee of
the Party, and is now known all over the country.
Lysenko spoke about the ideological struggle that had
been raging in the arena of biology throughout its history,
and he summed up the results of this struggle. -
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